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7th Floor Cooperative Limited 

Annual General Meeting 

MINUTES 

 

In attendance 

 
R Stitt QC 
R Smith SC 
J Hogan-Doran 
M Cairns 
C Novak  
P Blackburn-Hart SC 
G Ng  
S Goodman SC 
D Price  
E Muston SC 
S Fitzpatrick  
D Hughes  
M Walsh SC 
B Le Plastrier  

Proxies were noted for voting for a new member. 

Quorum 

There being a quorum present, the meeting was opened at 12.50 pm by R Smith SC.  

 

1. ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2015/2016  

Hogan- Doran spoke to financial statements for 2015/2016.  He advised as per 
his memorandum that the surplus from ordinary activities excluding renovations 
was around 2% of the total budget.  This indicated that the budgeting process 
and the financial management by the Clerks was sound. 

Hogan- Doran also spoke to the current budget for 2016/2017.  He noted that 
floor fees have fallen by 40% in real terms in the last 10 years, and are about 
$1,000 per month cheaper than an equivalent floor in the building.  
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There was no objection to floor fees remaining constant after 31 December 2016 
and the surplus funds available due to Nick Tiffen’s departure would be used to 
pay down the 7 Selborne Renovation levy, as previously advised. 

Resolution  

It was resolved unanimously that the Board caused to be signed the annual 
financial statements and tax return. 

2. OTHER BUSINESS 

(a) Room Hopping and Step Up 

The proposal was  

To align the order of priority among members for moving between rooms 
of the same size (room hopping) and being asked to step up to a larger 
room, to be on the basis of seniority at the Bar.  The “Bar” meant the 
independent Bar, as in NSW, ACT, Qld and Vic.  This is subject to 
exceptional circumstances as determined by the Board. 

Smith SC explained the proposal which the Board was recommending.  

Giles SC spoke to the proposal.  He said that the step up rule was based on 
seniority at the Bar and should be aligned as a matter of fairness with the 
room hopping room.  It was also consistent with how floor fees were set.  The 
board would retain a discretion, e.g. for those from a fused profession.   

Hogan-Doran noted that the practice at 7 Wentworth of room hopping based 
on tenure on the floor pre-dated the adoption of a seniority-based step up 
protocol and seniority-based fees for the purposes of the merger.  The 
board’s discretion will have been exercised before the issue arises when it 
sets a new member’s floor fees. 

Resolution  

It was resolved unanimously that the rule should be as proposed, and that it 
be published to any new approved members before they joined. 

(b) Voting for new member 

The vote for a new member was narrowed down before the meeting to Giles 
Stapleton, Simon Lees and Julie Grainger. 

It was agreed that the way to proceed was for there to be a vote on first 
preference basis.  If there was one candidate with majority support, that 
person would be offered membership.  If not, the candidate with the fewest 
votes would be eliminated and a further vote taken. 

There was a general discussion about the approach to be taken to selecting 
candidates from the annex. 

The vote was then taken in one round, with proxies included as declared. 
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Resolution  

It was resolved by the majority of members (with no ‘no votes’) that the 
Board offer membership of the Chambers to Julie Grainger. 

 

(c) Continuation of role of head of chambers 

It was noted and agreed that, despite the board turn over from time to time, 
R Stitt QC and R Smith SC will continue as Heads of Chambers. 

 

(d) Votes of Thanks  

The members unanimously resolved to thank R Stitt QC for his many years’ 
service as director and Chairman of the Cooperative. 

The members unanimously resolved to thank Hogan-Doran for his years of  
service as Treasurer. 

 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

Each of Stitt QC, Smith SC, Goodman SC and Hogan-Doran would not re-
nominate to stand for the board.   Stitt QC agreed to act as returning officer. 

The following people nominated for the positions on the board, with effect from 
Monday 21 November 2016 to the next Annual General Meeting: 

• D Miller SC  

• J Giles SC 

• E Muston SC 

• M Cairns 

• S Fitzpatrick (who will act as Treasurer) 

• N Simpson  

Resolution  

There being as many nominations as positions, the above members were 
declared to be elected to the Board, with effect from Monday 21 November 
2016. 

 

………………………………………….. 

Chairman 


