
 
 

Minutes 
Directors Meeting 

Tuesday 31st July 2018 
 

Attendance 

Walsh SC, Muston SC, SW 
Apologies: Jones SC, Cairns, Fitzpatrick, Simpson,  

 
The appointment of a new member of the floor following the departure of Abadee 

1 The opportunity for a person to acquire a room on the 7th Floor has arisen as a 

consequence of Alister Abadee giving notice of his intention to leave the 7th Floor.  

2   The Board reviewed the process by which existing members of the 7th Floor 

Chambers Co-operative Limited (7th Floor Co-operative) have determined who is to 

fill the vacancy created by the departure of Abadee and note the following:  

(a) The process by which all existing Members of the 7th Floor Co-operative were to 

be polled was developed by members of the Board and the Clerk.   

(b) Applications were sought by the Clerk from all persons currently licencing a room 

in the Annex who wished to be considered for membership of the 7th Floor. 

(c) A list of those applicants who had expressed an interest in being considered for 

membership was compiled and circulated to the existing members of the 7th 

Floor Co-operative (list of applicants). A copy of the list of applicants is 

attached to these minutes. 

(d) Each existing Member of the 7th Floor Co-operative was asked to advise the 

Clerk of his or her first and second preference from the list of applicants. In the 

case of Lazarus, only his first preference was able to be obtained as he cast his 

vote before the formal process was determined and immediately prior to 

departing for a vacation. 

   3     The result of the poll was determined by the Treasurer, Chairman and Clerk as follows: 

(a) No veto was received in regard to any person on the list of applicants.  

(b) The first preference votes for each applicant were counted. This count revealed 

that more than 50% of the first preference votes were shared between two 

candidates, Helena Mann (12 votes) and Ryan May (7 votes).  The remaining 

first preference votes were distributed amongst the other candidates (with no 

other candidate receiving sufficient first preference votes to be elected following 

the distribution of any preferences that might have flowed to them). 

(c) As neither Mann nor May enjoyed an outright majority of the first preference 

votes, the second preference votes of those members who had not given either 

of those candidates their first preference were distributed between them as 



 
 
 

2 

appropriate. Following the distribution of preferences, Mann secured an outright 

majority of the votes able to be cast by existing members of the 7th Floor Co-

operative (16 of the 29 possible votes).    

(d) Three existing members did not cast a first or second preference vote for either 

of Mann or May. Consideration was given to whether it was necessary and 

appropriate to invite these members to express a view as to which of Mann or 

May they would have voted for had they been the only two candidates.  Given 

the outright majority already enjoyed by Mann, had each of those three members 

cast their vote for May this fact could not have made any difference to the 

outcome. In these circumstances – and where no veto had been received in 

relation to any candidate – the Board concluded that this further step was neither 

necessary nor appropriate.   

(e) In the above circumstances, the Board was satisfied that Helena Mann had been 

properly and fairly elected by the existing members of the 7th Floor Co-operative 

to acquire a room following the departure of Abadee. 

   4     Resolved that a meeting of all members of the 7th Floor Co-operative be called to 

formally approve the admission of Helena Mann as a member of the 7th Floor Co-

operative pursuant to Rule 4.1B of its Rules.  

   5      It was noted that Walsh SC and Muston SC will notify in person each of the 

applicants of the outcome of the poll as soon as is practicable and before any formal 

announcement is made to the existing members of the 7th Floor Co-operative.   

   6      It was further noted that that the Clerk will prepare a memorandum of the process 

used to identify the appropriate applicant for approval of members of the Co-operative 

pursuant to Rule 4.1B so that that process – which proved to be both fair and efficient 

on this occasion – can be redeployed whenever rooms become available for 

purchase in the future.   

Discussion regarding Portraits for Conference Room 
 

  7 Walsh SC advised that Stitt QC has informed him that portraits of the three Chief 

Justices who are also past Floor members continues to be in progress.  

  8 It was noted that Walsh will liaise with Stitt QC and report back to the board, under 

the proviso that framing and presentation be appropriate to the dignity of the 

individuals the subject of the portraits. 

 
 

 
There being no other business, the meeting was closed 


